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Remarks; 

J. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6 through 26, 28, 29, and 30 arc pending. Claims 2 and 5 have 
been canceled without prejudice. New claims 28, 29, and 30 have been added. Claims I, 6 
through 12* 24, and 2.5 have been amended in this Response and are presented for further 
consideration, as amended., in view of the remarks set forth herein. Additionally, Applicant / 
wishes lo thank the Examiner for allowing claim 26 and for the indication of allowability given 
to claims 5^ through 19 if rewritten in independent form to include all of the characteristics of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

1. Original claim 17 has been rewritten in independent form as new claim 28. Claim 
28 includes each of the elements of original claims 1 and 17 such that no new search is required 
and no new matter has been added. Applicant respectfully submits that new claim 28 should be 
allowable since an indication of allowability was given to original claim 17. New dependent 
claims 29 and 30 include the elements of original claims 1 8 and 19, respectively. 

3. Independent claim 1 stands rejected in the Office Action as considered by the 
Examiner to be anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,3 10,426 to Birchak. Pending claims 2 through 4 and 
20 through 25 also stand rejected for various reasons as set forth in the Office Action. 

4. Independent claims 1, 24, and 25 have been amended to include the element of 
original claim 5. In particular, amended claims 1, 24, and 25 recite "the elastomeric matrix 
including a fliioroelasLomer material." Support for these amendments is found in claim 5 such 
that no new search is required and no new matter has been added. 

5. Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1 , 24, and 25, as amended, 
now distinguish patcntably over the prior art of record (as indicated by the Examiner for original 
claim 5). Nothing in any of the cited prior art teaches or suggests an acoustic sensor comprising 
a composite backing layer including a fluoroelastomer material and other claim structure as 
recited. 
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6. Applicant therefore respectfully submits thai independent claims 1, 24, 25, and 
28, as amended and added, are patentable over the art of record. Independent claims 1, 25, and 
28 being allowable, it follows a fortiori that dependent claims 3, 4, 6 through 23, 26, 29, and 30 
must also be allowable, since these dependent claims carry with thcrn all the elements of the 
independent claims to which they ultimately refer. 

Applicant believes that in view of the foregoing remarks, pending claims 1, 3, 4, 6 
through 26, 28, 29, and 30 are allowable, and that this application in now in full condition for 
allowance, which action Applicant earnestly solicits. Should the Fxaminer have any questions, 
or believe thai a telephone interview may expedite the further examination ol' this application, 
the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number shown below. 
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Respectfully submitted 
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